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How Connecting with Teens Changed my Life... and Theirs
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Stranger than fiction




a novel by

G NERI %

COWBD

illustrated by JESSE JOSHUA WATSON
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Opening eyes beyond the headlines
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Sharing to learn
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Raequon

If you can reach one person...



art by JESSE JOSHUA WATSON




In my ‘hood,

battles is fought every day.
Some on the street corner,
some in the park.
Warriors fall.

Kings is made.

Street gangs,

chess gangs.

Don't make

no difference.

It's all

agame

to me.
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Kimberly DeFusco
The Librarian

W
When | convinced him ! cad

You Hear Me? Poem .wi\\mm_’,\fh

mnd kid

} rela pt y Ra
he‘ped turn t.H | Teenage Boys, edited by Betsy Franco
2 Candlewick, 2000), he became 0b-
s cessed with poetry. He wa constantly

How author G. Neri and a Tampa school |ibrarian
ayoung at-risk nonreader into a Shakespeare-loving poet

That kind of reaction means a lot
back when

this kid, though, that she kept send-
to me. It |r.lppcnc\l to me

G. Neri .  kept s
ing me updates about him because p ba
IDE.AEE"—‘E/‘ my books seemed to be having such Iwasone of those kids in fifth grade
an impact on his life. I was a visual person who loved to

I've been lucky to hear stories like draw, but once pictures were 1o

achers all  longer part of the books 1 was see
. ing, text became a W all |

could not overcome

In 2009, Kou DEFUSCO, the media
specialist at Young Middle Magnet this from librarians and te
school here in Tampa, invited me  over the country. Many
times, I've even seen first-

to come to her school to give @ talk.
She told me about one particular
student, Raequon, who loved my
first book, Chess Rumble (Lee & Literally. I've seen boys
Low, 2007), a frecverse graphic
novella about a troubled boy whose
Jife is turned around by the game of

chess. Raequon was dying to mee!
me. But like many kids in his situ

ation, come the day of my visit, he

was not to be found.
“He's been suspen
ay if it were @ common oceurre

1t was. She was such a believer in

hand my books help turn
nonreaders into readers.

in the back of the room
who've never read a book
in their lives pick up one
t of mine (usually illus-
_ trated by the bold art of Jesse Watson
or Randy DuBurke), and by the end
of the day, | hear from the librarian

ded,” Kim said, something like, “Remember that
nce.  disruptive kid in the back? He just

finished your book.”

That is, until - my
teacher put The Phan-
tom Tollbooth (Random,
1961) in my hands, and
my whole idea of what
a book was went out the
window. 1t was a revela-
tion. That teacher had rccngni/,cd
who I was and matched me with a
book that would speak to me- That
was the start of a long, powcrful
journey into reading, and eventu-
ally, writing.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY EDWARD LINSMIER
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Being represented




One school/ one book
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illustrated by JESSE JOSHUA WATSON







Book Club
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